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Dyke Dirt « Whats Happening? © Commvrity CGlencGr 
Qvr voce in the lesbian community February 2000 


We welcome submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, book, concert and movie 
reviews, political and social commentary, short fiction, poetry, photographs and artwork are all welcomed. 
Write to womonspace (Box 128, Main PO., Edmonton, AB T5J 3K4), leave a message at (780) 482-1794, or e- 


mail womonspace@hotmail.com 


Upcoming topics: 


March — Breasts. Submission deadline: February 15. 


wai 


Aprii— Substance Abuse. Submission deadline: March 15. 
May — Body Modification. Submission deadline: April 15. 


June — Sports. Submission deadline: May 15. 


womonspace is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a 
nonprofit organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding 
areas. Our purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions 
expressed in any issue of womonspace do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter 
Committee. The events, organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported 
by Womonspace. womonspace is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome 
submissions. Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length 
and content, and to refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, 
Main P.0., Edmonton, AB T5J 3K4. Submissions will be published in both the newsletter and on Womonspace's 
web site, unless specifically otherwise agreed. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up 
to 3 lines free — at any time. womonspace seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publication 
costs. Womonspace does not necessarily endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse 


ads. For rate information, and to place an ad, please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line at 482-1794. 
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Dyke Dirt 


The recently-announced Grammy 
nominations show the strength of 
lesbian, bi-sexual and gay-friendly 
artists. Melissa Etheridge is nominated 
for three Grammies for Best Female 
Rock Vocal Performance, Best Rock 
Song (both for Angels Would Fall) 

and Best Rock Album (for Breakdown). 
Competing with Melissa for Best 
Female Rock Vocal Performance is 

Ani DiFranco (for Jukebox) and 

Tori Amos (for Bliss). Tori Amos is also 
nominated for Best Alternative Music 
Performance (for To Venus and Back). 


In other Melissa news, the biological 
father of Julie Cypher and Melissa 
Etheridge’s two children, Bailey and 
Beckett, came forward: David Crosby 
of Crosby, Stills and Nash. Who will 
be next? Neil Young and k.d. lang? 


Canadian television station CTV fired 
anchor Avery Haines for her on-air 
remarks mocking lesbians, blacks, 

and the disabled. Haines made the 
following remark after she had trouble 
pronouncing a word in her news script: 
“T kind of like the stuttering thing. It’s 
like equal opportunity, right? We’ve got 
a stuttering newscaster. We’ve got the 
black, we’ve got the Asian, we’ve got 
the woman. I could be a lesbian folk- 
dancing black woman stutterer.” CTV 
News Senior Vice President Henry 
Kowalski commented, “The public must 
know that CTV [regards] this kind of 
behavior as absolutely unacceptable.” 


The British defence minister announced 
that he is lifting the ban on lesbians and 
gays in the military because the policy is 


no longer “legally sustainable.” The 
decision is in response to last year’s 
European Court of Human Rights ruling 
that the British ban violates the rights of 
gays and lesbians service members. 


Jodie Foster has passed on a repeat role 
as EB.I. agent Clarice Starling in the 
sequel to The Silence of the Lambs. 
Foster was rumoured to be turned off by 
Clarice’s embracement of cannibalism in 
part two of the psychological thriller. 


Closer to home, Alberta took another 
step forward in the battle for equality. 
Justice Martin granted adoption rights 
to two lesbian couples and charged the 
Province of Alberta for their legal bills 
totaling $300,000.00. In his decision, 
Justice Martin expressed his desire 

for the children to be raised in stable 
and loving homes, calling the women 
“devoted parents” and “amply = 
qualified.” The decision follows the 
changes to the Child Welfare Act 
modifying the definition of step-parent 
to include same sex spouses. 


The Italian gay rights group, Arcigay, 
gathered in St. Peter’s Square in Rome to 
commemorate Alfredo Ormando, who 
torched himself two years ago to protest 
the Catholic Church’s stance against 
homosexuality. Last year, police barred 
the group from entering the square 
during the Pope’s address, where he was 
speaking out against non-traditional 
lifestyles. The Roman Catholic Church 
teaches that homosexuality itself is not 
sinful but that homosexual ‘acts’ are. 
The church is also firmly opposed to the 
idea of female priests. 
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Letters to the Eoltor 


Thanks to Laurie for her “Millennium 
Top Ten” in December’s womonspace. 
I just want to add a note about #1- 
Person’s Day. Too often when we read or 
hear, “Women in Canada have had the 
vote...,” we assume the statement reflects 
the experiences of all Canadian women. 

Barbara Crow writes in her article, 
“The Humanity of Heroes: The Famous 
Five,” “[h]owever, the franchise was not 
extended to people of Japanese ancestry 
until 1948, to Québéc women until 
1940, to the Inuit until 1950, or to 
First Nations people living on reserves 
until 1960. Clearly not all women were 
granted the right to vote.” (Alberta 
Views, Fall 1999) 

The Famous Five helped some of 
us get the vote in 1918, those of us 
of privileged race and class. Let’s not 
blur our past further with generalized 
statements of erasure. 


Sharon Sherman 


My name is Joy and I work with the 
Freedom group in Fort McMurray. 

We just want you to know that we 

are trying to educate our red neck 
community up here too. We successfully 
had our first gay marriage and have 
written letters [to the newspapers] 
about our rites. 

The following Letter to the Editor 
will be printed in the Edmonton Journal: 
Love is kind. No love is evil. The 
discrimination to the gay and lesbian 
population needs to come to an abrupt 
halt. The narrow-minded views of 
some individuals would have women 
as slaves, our natives locked on 
reservations, and the Jewish distinct. 


womonspace February 2000 


We are all human beings; we all have 
the need to love and be loved. If a 
gay person decides to marry, how 
does that affect your life? It doesn’t! 
What we do in the privacy of our 
home, between two consenting adults 
is our business. Focus your attention 
on real issues like one in four women 
in Canada is sexually assaulted...I just 
got married last week in the United 
Church of Canada and I would hate 
to see somebody deny such a 
wonderful experience. 


Joy LaSaga 


Hangouts for Lesbians 


The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 
Buddy's Pub upstairs at 10112 - 124 St. 
The Roost private club at 10345 — 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 — 107 St. 


Wanted: A Creative Mind 


womonspace requires a graphic designer 
to take over the design and production of 
our monthly newsletter. Knowledge of 
Quark XPress is essential, and some 
Photoshop and Freehand or Illustrator 
know-how is a plus. This is a volunteer 


position. If you'd like more information, 


e-mail roxane.chicoine@splashtech.com 
or call Roxane at 1-888-877-5274 ext. 6488 


| Womonspace Sleigh Ride 


Twenty-eight people — seven kids and 
21 young-at-heart adults, including 
one all the way from Newfoundland — 
took part in the Womonspace sleigh 
ride, held just east of the city on 
January 2nd. 

There were no Y2K glitches or post- 
millennial mishaps, although Mother 
Nature picked a lousy time to dip the 
temperature down to minus-16 after 
several weeks of unseasonably mild 
weather. Chilly conditions aside, the 
hour-long ride was full of fun and frolic, 
beginning with a rousing rendition of 
Jingle Bells and concluding with hot 
chocolate and toasted marshmallows 


around a welcome cozy fire. It was even 
a little educational — when the sleigh 
driver held us captive at “Joke Corner,” 
we learned what a skeleton says before 
dining (“bone appetit”), what the fish 
said when it ran into a wall (“dam!”), 
and what day of the week fish hate the 
most (“fry-day”). We’re still wondering 
what the chicken said in the olden days, 
but Dakota’s moms vetoed that 
particular punch line. 

Many thanks to Adele for 
organizing what we hope will become 
an annual Womonspace event, and 
to Bernice and Karen for supplying a 
Coleman stove for the hot beverages. 


Ww) 
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photo by Bernice 


He is tall and handsome and laughs 
too loud. I am shorter and wider and 
talk non-stop. Walking arm in arm 
down the street or through the mall, 
people take us for a couple. And in a 
way, they are right. It seems funny to 
me that after a lifetime of social 
pressure to conform to heterosexuality, 
my relationship with my best friend 

is so often misread. 

Mostly what’s funny about being 
mistaken for straight is how very gay 
our relationship is. It’s not just that he 
dates men and | date women, it’s that 
so many of our common points of 
reference are about our openly gay 
lives. Often when we’re strolling arm 
in arm, I’m pointing out cute guys 
(he’s terribly shy and what would he do 
without my help?) and he’s giving me 
relationship advice and trying to steer 
me on a prudent path (I never listen). 

A few weeks ago, we went together 
to the wedding of straight friends. We 
were aware that some of the people 
there would mistake us for partners — 
it happens fairly often — yet our 
experience of the event was so much 
about our friendship as a lesbian and a 
gay man. During the ceremony, when 
the minister referred repeatedly to the 
idea that the bride achieved her life’s 
fulfilment in marriage to the groom 
and vice versa, we shared common 
slights at the feeling of exclusion from 
this definition of fulfillment. When a 
friend of the groom made a queer joke 
in his toast to the happy couple, we 
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Strolling Arm in Arm With My Man 


by Kristy Harcourt 


felt a shared outrage, and then pride 
when we saw that the marrying couple 
was as angry and offended as we were. 

Later on, the DJ played a country 
song, and I insisted that my friend 
dance with me. He turned to me 
with haughty self-righteousness and 
declared “I am a gay man. I don't 
two-step!” This from the same guy 
who had looked like the dance captain 
in a Broadway number as he led the 
entire group in the ‘Hustle.’ Whereas 
I probably never would have learned 
to two-step if I weren’t a lesbian. 

I learned early on going to 
Womonspace dances that if I wanted 
to dance, I'd better learn to two-step. 
That was quite a departure for me, as 
I held it as a mark of pride that I had 
survived an adolescence of hall and 
legion dances and steadfastly avoided 
learning the dance. Now that I know 
it, ’m not particularly good, but I am 
enthusiastic, and I’ve even taught a 
couple of women in my time. 

So there we were, my best friend 
and I, spinning around on the dance 
floor in our fancy clothes at this 
wedding reception. Me, whispering 
instructions and dancing backwards, 
him listening and pretending to lead. 

Watching these friends marry and 
making such a public declaration of 
their love and commitment to each 
other reminded me how important 
rituals and celebrations are as markers 
of our milestones in life. And I figure, if 
we're going to envision unconventional 
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Flashback With Ferron 


What a difference a pronoun makes. 

Singer-songwriter Ferron has 
released a new CD called Inside Out - 
the IMA Sessions that is the perfect 
companion for a millennium-induced 
hangover of the reflective kind. 

At first glance, it’s shockingly un- 
Ferron-like in that it’s a collection of 
cover tunes — 14 oldies but goodies 
from the ’60s and early ’70 — with a 
lesbian-friendly twist: the lyrics have 
been deliberately untampered with 
in order to reflect the exhilaration/ 
longing/joy/angst of woman-to-woman 
love/infatuation/heartache. 

Take the Beatles song I Feel Fine. 
Where other female singers have 
always changed the pronouns to 
maintain a rigidly hetero context 
(changing “SHE’S in love with me” to 
“HE’S in love with me”), it’s delightful 
to hear Ferron proudly declare: “?m 
so glad SHE’S my little GIRL...?’'m in 
love with HER and I feel fine.” 

If you're old enough to remember 
Ferron’s Testimony album (and you’d 
have to be about as old as, say, Julie 
Lloyd to go back that far), you'll 
recognize every one of these nuggets: 
Different Drum, Walk Away Renee, 
Needles and Pins, End of the World, 
Save the Last Dance, Van Morrison’s 
Crazy Love, Brian Wilson’s Don’t 
Worry Baby, even the Carpenters’ 
Close to You. 

So why would someone of Ferron’s 
considerable writing talent record a 
bunch of schlocky old pop tunes? 
Especially considering you can’t spin 
the radio dial these days without hitting 


at least 29 mouldy-oldie stations geared 
to capitalize on the nostalgic pinings of 
us aging Baby Boomers. 

As if anticipating this question, the 
folk diva herself explains in the liner 
notes why she felt this project was 
necessary: 

“This is music that lifted, or broke, 
my young not-as-yet-known-to-be gay 
heart as I carried my little transistor 
radio in its leather case atop my 
schoolbooks. I was recognized in the 
lyrics, moved by the music and baffled 
by the feelings that seemed to turn me 
INSIDE OUT. It is over 30 years later 
and with the help of musician friends 
met over that time period, I am able 
to reclaim these songs, leaving gender 
intact, and have them finally be totally 
true for me.” + 

Some of those friends includé 
Cris Williamson and Tret Fure, Chris 
Webster, Jami Sieber, The Babes, and 
June Millington, who also produced 
the album. 

Ferron has fun here with lighter, 
boppier songs like My Girl and the 
Turtles’ Happy Together. She also 
renders a plaintive song like Gene 
Pitney’s Town Without Pity even more 
poignant by presenting the confusing 
longings and hormonal stirrings of a 
tender young heart in Inside Out’s 
context of same-sex desire: 

“If we stop to gaze upon a star/ 
people talk about how bad we are... 
How do we keep love alive/how can 
any kind of love survive/when these little 
minds tear us in two/No, it isn’t very 
pretty/what a town without pity can do.” 


continued on page 12 
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After a couple of friends suggested 
that it was a good movie that I would 
like, I decided to take a look at When 
Night Is Falling, a Canadian film 
produced in 1995. (One of my friends 
also said that all the lesbians in town 
had probably already seen this and 
every other lesbian film, but since I am 
a lesbian and I have not, it is possible 
that some of you have not either.) 

The story is that of a quiet, ‘proper’ 
young woman, Camille, whose life 
becomes confused and complicated 
when she meets the unusual and 
dynamic Petra. Camille, a teacher at a 
Bible college, is seriously involved with 
her co-worker, Martin, and both he 
and the school are putting pressure 
on them to marry. Her almost instant 
attraction to Petra throws her into 
turmoil, as it puts her at odds with her 
current life and her very belief system. 
What develops between Camille and 
Petra is a powerful, sometimes 
bittersweet, romance. 

The movie is very well acted. 
Pascale Bussieres does a remarkable 
job portraying Camille’s inner turmoil. 
Her character is frustratingly real as 
she continually draws closer to, then 
runs away from, Petra. Camille’s 
struggle with her own desires strikes 
a chord with any of us who have ever 
tried to deny who we are. Camille 
must come to terms with her own 
sexuality, and this brings her into 
conflict with her church and her 
beliefs. The film skillfully portrays 
the pain and confusion she feels as she 
tries to bring the two together. She is 
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The Cel/vfoic’ Close€ 


torn between the world she wants 
and the world she has, and her faith 
seems to tear with it. Petra, played by 
Rachael Crawford, is quite wonderful 
in her determined wooing of her love. 
She knows what she wants, and she 
refuses to let Camille’s fear stop her. 

Henry Czerny’s Martin is so clearly 
in love with Camille that I couldn’t 
help feeling sorry for him throughout 
the film. He so wants to be supportive 
and understanding of her, yet he can’t 
give her what she needs and he knows 
it. The scene in which Martin confronts 
Petra raised the hair on my neck. 
Nothing was said, but the tension 
between them, and his animosity 
towards her, was palpable. 

Watching the romance unfold 
between the two women is both 
sweet and sad, but for the most part 
satisfying. I personally think that 
Camille owed Petra an apology or two 
after some of her behavior, but I could 
sympathize with her reasons, so I 
accepted it. The sexual sparks were 
flying between Camille’s suppressed, 
and Petra’s more overt, passion. The 
culmination of their passions made for 
a rather steamy and erotic scene, and 
apparently I’m not the only one to think 
so, as that section of the movie suddenly 
got rather fuzzy from overplay (still 
worth watching though). 

When Night is Falling is overall a 
wonderful movie, with characters and 
situations that ring true. The feel of 
the film moves between dark and 
light, like an echo of the character’s 
development. While there are no 
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Whal’?s HGppeninG? 


Badminton League Mondays, 8-10 p.m. at 
Rosslyn School, 13215 — 113A St. 

Cost $40/season, $5/drop-in. Call Bruce 
at 453-1244 (after 1 p.m.) Or e-mail 
smashers99@hotmail.com 


Breakfast Club Come join the new Breakfast 
Club! 2nd Sunday of the month. Call 
Dianne at 433-0374 for the location and 
time. Calls before 9 p.m. on the Friday 
previous to the Breakfast are appreciated 
to ensure your reservation. 


Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. 
First Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. at 
Secrets, 10249 — 107 St. Call Sharie at 
475-1502. 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association 

Second Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. 
Orlando Books, 10123 Whyte Ave. 

Call Bill at 422-6207. 


Free-to-be Volleyball Recreation league: 
Wednesdays, 8-10 p.m. at Hillcrest 
School. Call Chris at 423-4930. Skills 
development: Mondays, 8-10 p.m. at 
Ross Sheppard High School, call Darcy 
at 425-7316, ftb@telusplanet.net 


Gay and Lesbian Curling Various Sundays 
(Jan 30; Feb 13, 20, 27; March 26; 
April 2), 2-4 p.m. at Granite Curling 
Club, 8620 — 107 St. Cost $8/drop-in. 
Call Lance at 479-5308. 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 
on CJSR 88.5 FM 


GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre for drop-in, peer counselling 
and library services. Monday to Friday, 
9 a.m. — noon and 7-10 p.m. at 

103, 10612 — 124 St. Call 488-3242, 
glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Making Waves Swim Club For gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and their friends. Thursdays, 
8:30-9:30 p.m. and Sundays, 8-9:30 p.m. 
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at Bonnie Doon Leisure Centre, 8205 — 90 
Avenue. Call Mike at 432-2116, 
makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 


Movie Club Attend the 7 p.m. showing at 
the Princess Theatre every 4th Tuesday 
of the month and head to the Bagel Tree 
afterward for coffee. Call 468-7073. 


New Attitudes A new group for lesbians and 
gay Gen-Xers (mid 20s to mid 30s). An 
alternative to the bar scene, the group 
participates in a wide variety of social and 
recreational activities. Phone 415-5616 or 
e-mail g mw_edmonton@yahoo.ca 


Northern Titans Ten-Pin Bowling League. 
Saturdays, 4:45 p.m. at Pins & Cues, 

SE corner of Westmount Shopping Centre, 
111 Ave and 135 St. Cost $12. Call Garry 
at 426-6311, davegarry@v-wave.com 


Outreach Support for lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgendered students, staff and 
faculty at the University of Alberta. 
Tuesdays, 5 p.m. at the Heritage Eounge 
in Athabasca Hall on the U of A campus. 
Call 988-4166, outreach@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of lesbian, gay and transgendered 
people. Third Tuesday of the month, 
7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958. pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Sacred Circle Dances Mondays, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
at St. Joseph’s Convent, 10120 — 135 Ave. 
(SW door), Cost $4. Call Mary at 
477-2808. 


Yours, Mine, Ours and Us Support group for 
/g/b/t parents, step-parents and partners. 
First and third Wednesdays of the month. 
Call Liz at 415-5434. 


Youth Understanding Youth Social & support 
group for gays, lesbians, bisexuals 
and transgenders age 25 and under. 
Saturdays 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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CalenolGr of Events 


Saturday, January 29 — 8 p.m. 

Camival: Edmonton Vocal Minority Concert 
Provincial Museum of Alberta Theatre, 
12845 — 102 Ave. Cost $10 (low income), 
$12 (regular), $15 (door), $5 (under 16), 
$25 (family: two adults, one child). 
Tickets at Clea’s Books, Orlando Books, 
The Front Page, Pride Video, EVM 
members or the Ticket Line at 479 2038. 


Saturday, February 5 — 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Crafting Our Lives 

Touch the material of prayer through 
this workshop on fabric and women's 
spirit. 10120 —- 135 Ave., SW door. Cost 
$45 — $55. Pre-register at 487-7310 or 
www.incentre.net/spiritlinks 


Sunday, February 6 — 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Edmonton Vocal Minority Open Rehearsal 


New members welcome. U of A campus, 
Fine Arts Building, Room 1-23. 


Monday, February 7 — 8 p.m. 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

All members welcome. GLCCE, 103, 
10612 — 124 St. 


Saturday, February 12 —7 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Orlando's Great Loves Fundraiser and Dance 
Music! Munchies! Prizes! Hazeldean 
Hall, 9630 — 66 Ave. Cost $10. 
Tickets at Orlando Books. 


Sunday, February 13 — 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Edmonton Vocal Minority Open Rehearsal 

New members welcome. U of A campus, 
Fine Arts Building, Room 1-23. 


Saturday, February 19 — 1 p.m. 

Making Waves First Annual Family Day Sprint Meet 
Join us for relay events, door prizes 

and an awards ceremony. Bonnie 

Doon Leisure Centre, 8205 90th Ave. 
E-mail makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com or 
http://www.geocities.com/makingwaves_ 
edm/home.htm 
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Events for February 2000 


Saturday, February 19 — 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 


Womonspace Sweetheart Dance 

Bring your sweetheart or meet one at the 
dance. Westmount Hall, 10970 — 127 St. 
Cost $8/non- members, $5/members 
(with card). Keep your ticket stub for 
free admission to the Roost afterward. 
Volunteering is a great way to meet 
women. Call 482-1794. 


Sunday, February 20 —7 p.m. 

Suzanne Westenhoefer 

Make a road trip to see the lesbian 
comedienne extraordinaire. In Calgary 

at the Orpheus Theatre, SAITT Campus 
Centre, 1301 — 16 Ave. Cost $20. Tickets 
at Rainbow Pride Resource Centre and 
Women's Place Bookstore in Calgary. 


Sunday, February 27 — Noon to 2 p.m. 


Womonspace Winterlude Skating Party 

Skating and games on the pond will be 
followed by a bonfire and weiner roast. 
Hot dogs, marshmallows and hot 
chocolate will be provided. Fort Edmonton 
Park. Free for Womonspace members and 
children. Women who are not members 
may join us for $4. Pre-register by leaving 
a message at 482-1794. 


Sunday, March 5 — 9 a.m. 
International Women’s Day 10 K Run / 5 K Walk 


The first in a series of events 
surrounding the UN International 
Women's Day. Get an entry form, collect 
pledges, walk/run, get a long-sleeved 
T-shirt, lunch and a chance to win some 
great prizes. Hawrelak Park. For more 
information, call 4 Corners Society at 
430-1820 or 430-8430, or e-mail 
4corners@chickmail.com 


Would you like your event to be listed? 


E-mail womonspace@hotmail.com, or leave a 
message or fax your information to 455-9344. 
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Eomonton Churches 


Affirm United A support group for members 
of the United Church of Canada. 

Last Saturday of the month, 7:30 p.m. 
Call Therese or Phyllis at 440-1306 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends. 
garrett.epp@ualberta.ca 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 

bisexual Roman Catholics and friends. 
Call Bernard at 451-1794 or Joseph at 
481-4218. trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 


Freedom Metropolitan Community Church Sundays at 
1 p.m. and 7:15 p.m. Children’s church 
school, Sundays at 1 p.m. Youth group, 
Tuesdays at 7 p.m. McDougall United 
Church, downstairs, 10086 Macdonald 
Drive (south entrance). Call 429-2321. 
Revbev@compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian 
church. Sundays at 7 p.m. Call 474-0753 
for church location 


Lutherans Concerned Call Mette at 461-5571 
luthconc@icrossroads.com 


McDougall United Church Welcomes people 
of all sexual orientations. Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. at 10086 McDonald Dr. 
Call 428-1818 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 10 a.m. 
at Ermineskin Community League, 
10709 — 32A Ave. Call the church 

office at 435-2028, Debbie at 987-4974, 
Read at 437-9732 


Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 — 110 Ave. 
Call 454-8073 or e-mail 
uce@compusmart.ab.ca 
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Strolling Arm In Arm continued from page 7 


lives, we'll have to develop some 
unconventional celebrations. 

A couple of times during the meal 
and the speeches I leaned over and 
joked, “When you get married, 
imagine the embarrassing stories I’ll 
tell,” or “When I get married, you’ll 
bake the cake for 1000 people, right?” 
After the third or fourth “when...” 
comment, he leaned over, put his hand 
on my knee and said, “Kris, I’m not 
going to get married and neither are 
you, so we'd better find some other 
occasion to celebrate.” 

And so we will (he is my best friend 
because he is smart and so often right). 
This spring will be the tenth anniversary 
of this vitally important friendship and 
we’re planning to have a big party and 
live it up in style. My only question is, 
who will bake the cake? W) 
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Flashback With Ferron continued from page 8 


If you’ve had your fill of That 
Sixties Retro Thing, you’ll probably 
want to give Inside Out a pass. But if 
you’re a longtime Ferron fan, or a 
queer teenager in love, it’s definitely 
worth a listen. Ad 


Celluloid Closet continued from page 9 


major plot twists or surprises, Night 
has greater depth and sensuality than 
the average romance, and is well 
worth the short time spent. I’m not 
even going to try to explain the bit 
with the dog, however. I’ll let you 
come up with your own theories! 
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A New Respect 


A few weeks ago, I had the opportunity 
to participate in a covenanting 
ceremony for some very dear friends at 
the Southminster-Steinhauer United 
Church, I really didn’t know what to 
expect. My experience with the church 
has not been a pleasant one or a close 
one. My brother is a Pentecostal 
minister and has clearly demonstrated 
to me the intolerant side of the church. 

I have been struggling with my 
feelings about religion ever since I 
identified myself as a lesbian. Fear 
mongering by church groups during 
the Vriend case in April 1997 deepened 
my confusion about how the church 
accepted me as a gay individual. My 
defence mechanism was to push away 
all forms of traditional religion and not 
have anything to do with the church, 
any church. 

As hard as I tried to eliminate 
religion from my life, it would always 
find a way to manifest itself, one way or 
another. I eventually realized that the 
only way to come to terms with my 
feelings about religion and the church 
was to sit down and figure out how 
religion and the church worked for me. 
I really didn't know how to resolve 
the questions I had in my mind and it 
seemed to me that the best way would 
be to get the information from the 
highest source. 

Since I didn’t have a direct link to 
the person in charge, I chose to read a 
few books by mediums — individuals 
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having special powers to communicate 
directly with Gods and Goddesses. 
The message was consistent: it doesn’t 
matter what the colour of your skin, the 
size of your body, your nationality, or 
your sexual preference. God loves 
everyone, no exceptions. This message 
made sense to me, and it was also 
something I could embrace. I was finally 
starting to feel comfortable and accept 
how religion was fitting into my life. 

My beliefs were strengthened with 
the article, “God is Part Lesbian” in 
the July issue of the womonspace 
newsletter. The concluding statement, 
“and if God is in everything, God must 
be part lesbian,” is a great line. 

This message of God loving 
everyone was further amplified during 
the covenanting ceremony I recently 
attended. For the first time, I felt 
a very strong sense of freedom, 
happiness and joy from everyone 
in the church. I felt very comfortable 
and there were no boundaries set 
up between the straight and gay 
attendees. Everyone was warm, 
friendly and, most of all, non- 
judgmental. My experience that 
weekend has given me new hope that, 
yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus — 
oops, wrong story. Seriously, I will 
long remember my first visit to the 
Sounthminster-Steinhauer United 
Church and who knows, one of 
these days I may just end up at a 
regular service. Vv) 
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Between the Covers at 
Edmonton Public Library 


In Passing Remarks (1996), Helen 
Hodgman has taken a satirical look at 
the vagaries of love and relationships. 
This lively story opens in Sydney, 
Australia: 

Two things happened to Rosemary 
early that summer: she won $30,000 
playing keno at the Hakoah Club and 
she fell in love with a woman much 
younger than herself. Thus, laden with 
luck, she entered her fifty-first year. 

Billie is 27. Rosemary is troubled at 
times by their age difference, worrying, 
for example, about how Billie’s friends 
will react to Rosemary’s at their New 
Year’s Eve party. Throughout the book, 
the author uses humour as she 
demonstrates the interconnnection of 
our lives and how our actions have 
consequences beyond our knowledge. 

Rosemary has found her first gray 
pubic hair. She removes it with her 
eyebrow tweezers, walks to the 
window, opens it, and releases the 
hatr, which drifts away in the direction 
of the cafe two doors up the road and 
comes to rest on the focaccia with 
marinated artichoke hearts, salami, 
olive paste, and the ubiquitous sun- 
dried tomatoes sitting on an outside 
table. Several paragraphs later, in bed, 
Billie looks up, smiles her shiny heart- 
stopping smile. “It’s gone. Your little 
silver hair. It was so pretty. I loved it.” 

Billie decides she needs to find 
herself by taking her motorcycle on 
a trip up the coast. Bille’s attempts 
to contact Rosemary are thwarted in 
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various ways. Meanwhile, Rosemary 
discovers that her neighbour is 
growing marijuana at Rosemary’s 
summer place and she copes with her 
reclusive co-worker Daphne who has 
decided to tattoo her entire body. A 
serial killer steals Rosemary’s car and 
Rosemary is the unwitting star of a 
lesbian porn movie. The author slips 
her subtle commentary on humanity 
into this farcical comedy of manners. 
A friend’s ailing mother dies 
without telling Rosemary (or the 
reader) the punchline to the joke, 
“Why is a filofax like a clitoris?” 
Life doesn’t always give us answers 
but Rosemary learns that what is 
important is to grab on to life and 
to enjoy the ride. 


eye 


v 
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Next Month: Breasts 


We all have them. Some of us love ‘em, 
some of us would rather be rid of ‘em. As a 
lesbian, what do you think about breasts? 
Share your personal anecdotes about 
growing up butch with large mounds. Or 
your thoughts on the incidence of breast 


cancer being much higher among lesbians 
than heterosexual women. Forward your 
submissions by February 15 by e-mail to 
womonspace@hotmail.com, by mail to 

Box 128, Main PG, Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4, 
or leave a message at (780) 482-1794 and 
we'll call you back. 
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EVM News 


The 1999-2000 season of the Edmonton 
Vocal Minority (EVM) got underway in 
September when we welcomed singers, 
old and new, back to the rehearsal hall. 
Under the direction of Paula Roberts, 
we have been sharing some laughs, 
learning new tunes, reviewing familiar 
ones, and trying to keep our balance 
trying some nifty dance steps. Yep, we 
do more than just sing! Although our 
season concert debut is on Saturday, 
January 29th at the Provincial Museum 
of Alberta Theatre, we’ve been warming 
up by making appearances around the 
community at various functions. 

In October, we were honoured to 
participate in a service at Southminister- 
Steinhauer United Church as they cele- 
brated their decision to be an Affirming 
Congregation of the United Church of 
Canada. As a choir made up of people 
of all sexual orientations, the welcoming 
and inclusive message of the church is 
close to our hearts and our mandate of 
supporting acceptance and tolerance. 

On December 1st, we sang at the 
World AIDS Day annual memorial 
service at the Edmonton Art Gallery. 
Although it was an emotional 
experience, our musical offering gave 
those listening a chance to reflect, to 
mourn, and to be strengthened with 
a message of hope and comfort. 

The United Nations Human Rights 
Day on December 10th has become an 
annual appearance for the choir. The 
setting is Canada Place and it is a very 
visible opportunity for EVM to sing 
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by Kirk Kryvenchuk 


about our identity and join others in 
celebrating the diversity of Canadian 
society. 

Smaller groups from EVM also 
participated in a harvest supper at 
McDougall United Church — our home 
away from home when we’re not prac- 
tising at the University of Alberta — and 
a recording session of a newly composed 
work for the Electric Workers Union. 

Now, a new year, a new century: 
party time! EVM’s first concert of the 
1999-2000 season is full of familiar 
and energetic music. Paul Simon, 
polkas, Cajun, jazz — everything you 
need to shake off the mid-winter blues. 
Conducted by Paula Roberts, the choir 
is defying convention and indulging 
in some tropical heat. ‘The Vocal 
Auxiliary,’ EVM’s auditioned 
ensemble, will make its debut at this 
concert. Glitter, feathers, masks — it’ll 
be New Year’s Eve all over again on 
Saturday, January 19th at the 
Provincial Museum. 

Anyone is welcome to join the 
Edmonton Vocal Minority, either as 
a singer or a support member. New 
singers are welcomed at the beginning 
of each of our concert periods. For the 
June concert, we will be accepting new 
singers at the rehearsals on February 
6th and 13th. Support members are 
welcome to join at any time. There 
are many interesting ways that you 
can contribute to EVM and join in the 
fun. For more information on EVM, 


call 988-4620. wv) 


. Making Waves 


Making Waves, Edmonton’s swim 
club for the gay, lesbian and bisexual 
community and their friends, will be 
hosting its First Annual Family Day 
Sprint Meet at the Bonnie Doon 
Leisure Centre (8205 — 90th Avenue) 
on Saturday, February 19th, 2000. 

We have organized individual 
swimming and relay events in the 
8-lane, 25m pool, as well as a number 
of fun relays around the more 
competitive events. Afterwards, at the 
awards ceremony, we will have door 
prizes and a presentation of the team 
trophy. For participants from out of 
town, a number of our club members 
have offered their homes for billets. 

Making Waves is a not-for-profit 
swim club that practices the Master’s 
Swimming philosophy of “Fun, 
Fitness, Friendship and Participation” 
in a gay positive and supportive 
environment. We attempt to provide 
a recreational, competitive and socially 
active atmosphere in which each 
member may, at his or her option, 
participate. To this end, Making Waves 
accommodates both recreational and 
competitive swimmers. Coaching is 
offered to assist with technique and 
fitness development, and we encourage 
each participant to swim at their own 
pace and comfort level. Beginning 
swimmers are encouraged to come 
out and learn how to swim. 

Our coaching staff is top notch 
with many years of teaching and 
coaching experience. They enjoy 
introducing new swimmers to the 
sport, and participants with a 


16 


competitive outlook will benefit 
from a structured, progressive, 
goal-oriented workout program. 
Whether you swim for fun and 
fitness, or want to develop a more 
competitive edge, our practices every 
Thursday (8:30 to 9:30 p.m.) and 
Sunday (8:00 to 9:30 p.m.) have 
something for everyone. This year, 
our Sunday swims will include three 
coaches and two lanes dedicated to 
recreational activities at a relaxing 
and enjoyable level. After each swim, 
we meet at the Second Cup on 
Whyte Avenue to cool down with some 
hot drinks and lively conversation. 
Everyone’s first swim is free. 
There, you'll get an information 
and registration packet that will fill 
you in on all the details. For more 
information about the Making Waves 
Swim Club or our upcoming Family 
Day Sprint Meet (including registration 
information and events), check out our 
webpage at http://www.geocities.com/ 
makingwaves_edm/home.htm, or email 
us at makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com. 
Come on out and see why Making 
Waves is one team that lives up to 
its name! 


<)) 


A hig thank YOU goes out to those 
who made donations to charity at the 
December Womonspace Dance. A total 


of $47 was raised and donated to the 


Youth Emergency Shelter. 
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Winterlude 
Skating Party 


Sunday, February 27 — Noon to 2 p.m. 


Join us at Fort Edmonton Park for skating, 
coffee-can curling and other games 
on the pond. Then warm up around 

the bonfire and roast a weiner or two. 
Hot dogs, marshmallows and hot 
chocolate will be provided. Free for 
Womonspace members and children. 
Women who are not members may 
join us for $4. Pre-register by 
leaving a message at 482-1794. 


Movie Club For those of you 
interested in joining, we will be 
attending the 7 p.m. showing at the 
Princess Theatre every 4th Tuesday 
of the month. Afterwards, we will 
head to the Bagel Tree for coffee. 
Call 468-7073. 


Breakfast Club come join our new 
Breakfast Club! We will be meeting 
on the 2nd Sunday of each month 
starting in February. Call Dianne at 
433-0374 for the location and time. 
Calls before 9 p.m. on the Friday 
previous to the Breakfast would be 
appreciated to ensure your 
reservation. 
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Whether your pain 
is acute or long term 


hether you are hu 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428 6881 


No Doctor’s referral required 
WCB and CRP funded 


Empowering and healing lesbians 
with Goddess-wisdom workshops, 
consultations, mentoring. Dr. Isis 
Moon, Ph.D. (780)455-6351. 


Mountain Berry Inn B&B 

on 40 acres of paradise near 
Salmon Arm, BC. (250)835-8891. 
E-mail mberry@jetstream.net 


Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, 
inexpensive getaways for couples / 
small groups. Complete privacy on 
160 acres lakefront. Hot tub. Phone 
878-3301 (local call) 
lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 
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Celebration & Empowerment 


@ og tle * 
= nG ier 
ee Po es 2 
SA ey ¥ 
Jui C. Lioyp E § 
e e. = 
Barrister & Solicitor B\aphs A « S 
: A le iieaa & 
S 
= 
= HD 
1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 2 oa one Dr. = 
Cc 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 £ Mencouno! Bo 8 
on Canada 
Telephone 497-7755 3 BE ic: > 
> Fax: (604) 254-5472 
3S Mail Order 3 
F: 1-888-WYM-WARE = 


www.wornynsware.com 


Full Circle Projects 


Journe -Shops® ~ Sacred Circle ~ Keynotes ~ Collaberations 
Goddess Programs ~ Pleidian Lightwork ~ Sacred Arts 


Call Deb-RA: (780) 513-6698 Full Circle Projects: 780.523.6698 
e-mail:prairiepriestess@hotmail.com 
Information packages available. 


Full Circle is dedicated to freeing the creative spirit and reclamation of the positive feminine Self! 


Deb-Ra is a global ceremonialist and teacher initiated as shamanic priestess 
at the Temple of Aphrodite in Turkey. 
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Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 


by a lesbian. 
Sliding scale. 
#203, 10129 — 124 Street, 


Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities.” 


ASTROLOGICAL 
CONSULTANT 


WRAY DANSEREAU 


BIRTH CHART 
INTERPRETATIONS 


FORECASTING 


RELATIONSHIP AND 
CAREER FOCUS 


(780) 430-0645 
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OrlLANpO 
BOOKS 


(012.3 Whyte Avenue, 32-7633 
WwWw.orlandobooks.con 


Orlando’s Great Loves 
Fundraiser and Dance 
Saturday, February 2 
T pn. - Lan. at Hazekfean Hall 
Music? Munchies? Prizes? 

Adv. Tickets $10 available nid-Janvary. 


Don’t niss it 


Aovertise in 
Womons pacel 


Call 482-1794 


Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 
Full page: $100 
Classified ads are free 
for members. 


Read back issues of 
womonspaCe on our 
award-winning website: 


http://www.gaycanada. 
com/womonspace/ 
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Sweetheart 
Dance 


Saturday, February 19, 2000 
Westmount Hall, 10970 — 127 St. 
9 p.m.— 1 am. 


FOR WOMEN ONLY 
NON-SMOKING EVENT 
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Wemons pace Membership Form 


CConficentiglity Assvrec’) 


Name(s) 

Address 

City Postal Code 
Phone E-mail 


12 month membership fee: 
$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, 
Alberta T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


L] New Member (J Renewal LC Associate posetondcaoceie innate eee 
CL] I would like to be a volunteer Total Enclosed: 

L] Please mail my newsletter to my home 

L] I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events $ 


